[The regulatory role of the Hfq protein in bacterial cells].
Hfq (HF1) is a polyfunctional translational regulator of numerous bacterial mRNAs. Its physico-chemical properties, possible mechanisms regulating bacterial translation, and the effect of Hfq on transcription of several mRNAs are considered. A similarity of Hfq and eukaryotic mRNA splicing proteins is discussed. Data are reviewed on the roles of Hfq in poly(A) metabolism and formation of the bacterial nucleoid and on the Hfq interaction with untranslated regulatory RNAs.